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Art Unit: 2873 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohashi et 
al. (5820385) in view of Munoz et al. (6203717 B1). 

Regarding clam 1, Ohashi et al. discloses (see Fig. 1) A message figure 
(Abstract Line 1, Magnetic display apparatus) comprising: a magnetic display sheet 
(Abstract, Line 1) which includes plurality of microcapsules (Abstract, Line 2) 
encapsulating oily liquid (Abstract, Line 2-3), light-absorbing ferromagnetic powder 
(Abstract, Line 3), light-reflecting nonmagnetic powder (Abstract, Line 4) and anti- 
settling agent, and is adapted for making a drawing (Abstract, Line 5) or a writing of a 
character and the like from a front side of the magnetic display sheet by using a drawing 
tool having a magnet (Abstract Line 5-6), and for erasing the drawing or the writing from 
the front side of the magnetic display sheet by using an erasing tool having a magnet 
(Abstract, Line 4-5), the magnetic display sheet being attached to the figure (look like 
video screen). 

Ohashi et al. does not disclose anti-settling agent but Munoz et al. (6203717 B1) 
discloses the anti-settling agent containing magnetic particles (Column 2, Line 10-15) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide anti-settling agent as disclosed by Munoz et al. into the 
Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides soft sediment once the 
magnetic particle settle out (Column 2 Line 10-15). 
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Regarding claim 2 Ohashi et al., as stated in claim 1, discloses the message 
figure, wherein the magnetic display sheet (see Fig. 1) below constitutes part of an 
outline of the figure (Video screen). 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohashi et 
al. (5820385) in view of Munoz et al. (6203717 B1) and further in view of Murata et al. 
(4143472). 

Regarding claim 3, Ohashi et al. as stated in claim 1, discloses A message 
figure set (Abstract line-1) comprising: a figure to which attached is a magnetic display 
sheet (Abstract, Line 1 message area) which includes a plurality of microcapsules 
(Abstract, Line 2) encapsulating oily liquid (Abstract, Line 2-3), light-absorbing 
ferromagnetic poWder (Abstract, Line 3), light-reflecting nonmagnetic powder (Abstract, 
Line 4), the magnetic display sheet being adapted for front-drawing and front-erasing 
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(column-1, Line 22-25); a drawing tool which includes a magnet and is adapted for 
making a drawing (see fig. 1, 70 and 10) or a writing of a character and the like from a 
front side of the magnetic display sheet; 

Ohashi et al. does not disclose anti-settling agent but Munoz et al. (6203717 B1) 
discloses the anti-settling agent containing magnetic particles (Column 2, Line 10-15) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide anti-settling agent as disclosed by Munoz et al. into the 
Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides soft sediment once the 
magnetic particle settle out (Column 2 Line 10-15). 

Ohashi et al. does not disclose but Murata et al. (4143472)) discloses erasing 
tool that includes a magnet and is adapted for erasing the drawing or the writing from 
the front side of the magnetic display sheet (column 10, Line 5-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide writing/erasing pen as disclosed by Murata et al. into 
the Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides write and erase letters 
using one instrument (column 10, Line 5-19). 

Regarding claim 4, Ohashi et al discloses as stated in claim 3, the message 
figure, wherein the magnetic display sheet constitutes part of an outline of the figure 
(video screen, see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5 Ohashi et al. discloses the message figure 

Ohashi et al. does not disclose but Murata et al. (4143472)) discloses, as stated 
in claim 3 (see fig 13), the erasing tool includes a rubbing portion (Column-1 0, Line 5-6, 
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element 33) to rub a surface of the magnetic display sheet upon the erasing, and the 
rubbing portion is configured such that the magnet for the erasing is separated from the 
surface of the magnetic display sheet (Column 10, Line 5-14) by a predetermined 
distance upon the erasing. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide writing/erasing pen as disclosed by Murata et al. into 
the Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides write and erase letters 
using one instrument (column 10, Line 5-19). 

FIG. 13 

32 
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Regarding claim 6, Ohashi et al. discloses the message figure 

Ohashi et a I. does not disclose but Murata et al. discloses (See fig. 13) the 
drawing tool and the erasing tool are integrated to form a pen shape as a whole. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide writing/erasing pen as disclosed by Murata et al. into 
the Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides write and erase letters 
using one instrument (column 10, Line 5-19). 

Regarding claim 7 Ohashi et al. discloses the message figure 
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Ohashi et al. does not disclose but Murata et al. discloses (see fig. 13) the N and 
S poles of the magnet for the erasing are placed along the surface (one surface end, 
13) of the magnet display sheet upon the erasing. 

Regarding claim 8, Ohashi et al. discloses the message figure. 

Ohashi et al. does not disclose but Murata et al. discloses (see fig. 13) wherein 
the erasing tool (31) includes a rubbing portion (33) to run a surface of the magnetic 
display sheet upon the erasing, and the rubbing portion is configured such that the 
magnet for the erasing is separated from the surface of the magnetic display sheet by a 
predetermined distance (length of the pen) upon the erasing. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide writing/erasing pen as disclosed by Murata et al. into 
the Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides write and erase letters 
using one instrument (column 10, Line 5-19). 

Regarding claim 9-10, Ohashi et al. discloses the message figure 

Ohashi et al. does not disclose but Murata et al. discloses (See fig. 13) the 
drawing tool and the erasing tool are integrated to form a pen shape as a whole. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide writing/erasing pen as disclosed by Murata et al. into 
the Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides write and erase letters 
using one instrument (column 10, Line 5-19). 

Regarding claim 11-16 Ohashi et al. discloses the message figure 
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Ohashi et al. does not disclose but Murata et al. discloses (see fig. 13) the N and 
S poles of the magnet for the erasing are placed along the surface (one surface end, 
13) of the magnet display sheet upon the erasing. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was formed to provide writing/erasing pen as disclosed by Murata et al. into 
the Magnetic display apparatus of Ohashi et al that provides write and erase letters 
using one instrument (column 10, Line 5-19). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Oshi et al. (5674104 and 5820385) and Munoz et al. (6203,717 
B1) Murata etal. (4143472). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vipin M. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1742. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30AM to 
5:00PM E.S.T.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on (571) 272-2333. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,493 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2873 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Vipin Patel 
10/15/2007 




